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UM-EDITED BOOK EXAMINES CLASSIC MONTANA WRITER 
MISSOULA-
A new, wide-ranging anthology, "Fifty Years After The Big Sky," examines the life and 
legacy of beloved Montana writer A. B. Guthrie Jr.
Best known for his novels "The Big Sky" (1947) and "The Way West" (1949), as well as 
the screenplay for the movie classic "Shane" (1953), Guthrie was central in shaping the seminal 
myths of the Rocky Mountain West.
The anthology was co-edited by William Farr, associate director for humanities and 
culture at The University of Montana’s O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, and Bill 
Bevis, a retired UM English professor. The book was published by the Montana Historical 
Society Press.
In "Fifty Years After The Big Sky," writers, historians and intellectuals remember and 
celebrate Guthrie’s work. The authors challenge readers to reassess his writing and its influence 
on American culture, especially modem environmental politics.
Eighteen essays examine Guthrie’s life and work from myriad perspectives, such as his 
relationship with the movie industry and the Cold War’s influence on his work. Essays also
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remember him through the recollections of people in his hometown of Choteau and explore how 
the myths at the core of Guthrie’s fiction still haunt Montanans today.
"Fifty Years After The Big Sky" offers new material on Guthrie’s life and work, and the 
editors hope it will make readers rethink their relationship to the western landscape and re­
evaluate the power of literature.
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